sorts of habitats from the coast to upland moor, from woodland to private gardens, with about 85 traps running each year.
But the cash-strapped institution has had little funds to analyse the mountain of data generated. So A new analysis* of British moth numbers recorded in one of the best datasets in the world over the past three and a half decades has revealed some alarming results: many large species appear to be in dramatic decline.
The data have been generated by Rothamstead Research in Hertfordshire, the world's oldest agricultural research station, which has been co-ordinating a national network of moth traps since 1968. All the traps are of a standard design, making direct comparison possible between sites over time. The traps operate every night of the year and all moths are identified, counted and then released. Rothamstead traps catch small but representative numbers of moths, which ensures that the monitoring is effective without damaging the moth populations being studied. 
